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with tbe active connivance and 
To take there alleged malarial aid of both the US 
argumenu one by one. They * od Britain. Not to forget 

have uid that a war had to ** •*■!•«. financial and 

be fought becauee no a»*tar1nl eupport of tbe Iraqi 
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CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 


I Grenada and Nicaragua In * mwncaB wn 

I recent history, the US has j continued on back page.... 
consistently supported the 
territorlnl aggression of its 
clients and allies such aa Israel 
la tbe West Bank and Golan 
Heights and the destruction 
and civilian massacres of tbe 
I9SJ Invasion of Lebanon, 

South Africa's defiance of UN 
resolutions In Namibia over an 
entire decade (sanctions have 
been given IS years to work In 


monumentally, the ’forgotten’ 
genocide of hundreds of 

thousands In East Timor | A few days before tbe lev., 

committed by Indonesian troops I ston thr US ambassador 
- which persists to this day |c.le*4r (above) esmjred 

Saddam ”We have no opinion 
on your border dispute with 
Kuwait "...Incompetence or 




Oa Monday 11 September after a week-long trial at Wood 
Graaa Crown Coert 3 members of Anti-Fascist Action wars 
2l disorder aad Grievous Bodily Harm 

with lataat. Tbny ware Jailad for a total of 11 yoars. Tbs 
charges arose from an incident involving one Nicholas 'Nlccl' 
Crass after tba Bloody Sanday commemoration In Kllburn last 


Craaa, a Ift heavily tattooed skinhead, was spotted In tbe 

vlnclnlty at tbe march (often a target for fascists lb tbe 

past) was breaking up. Suspecting tome skullduggery, he was 
challenged by some anti-fascists leaving tbe area. After a 
brief acuffle, Crane ran off. Shortly after, he was again 
spotted in tbe back of a tail, beading back Into tbe area. 
Ooce again be was confronted and this tlma a sarlous fight 
broke out which resulted In Crane being knocked unconscious. 
AU 3 were Immediately arretted. 

Crane'a career ea a aeo-nasl organiser ttretchea beck to 1978 
when he led an attack by 300 aklnheads on tha Asian 
community around Brick Lane. In 1980 Crana waa branded as 
'worae than an animal' by a judge at tbe Old Ballay when 
■eatenclng blm to 13 moatba for an unprovokad attack with a 
bottla on a black family waiting at a but stop. During the 

1990s he did soother 41 years for politically motivated and 

violence related offences. 

la between prison terms be was a member of tbe British 
Movement's Leader Guard, a National Front activist, and most 
recently a leading spirit sad bead of security for tbe neo-nesi 
music group Blood and Honour. 

Nobody, least of sll tbe prisoners, would deny that tbe 
offence was political - whet Is equally clear Is that the 
verdict and particularly tba saateaca ware political as wall. 
Throughout history to be effective la fighting tba fascieta 

« ually means breaking tha law and always mesns rejecting 
a power and legitimacy of tha forcee of law and order. 
Thus the actions of the anti-fascist street fighters will 
always be seen to ba dangerously radical la tha eyas of tba 
etate, especially whan It Involves a form of behaviour. U. 
physical violence, which tha dominant culture avoids and 
eoedemna In everyday Ufa oa tha part of evaryoee axeapt 
Iteelf. 

la bar aummlog up tha jodge, who was Jewish, stated that la 
4* r opinion, the actions of tha aatl-fascist defendants did 
Tbost damage to tba rule of law and as a consequence carried 
tba greater potential threat to tha status quo. *Tbeagb we 
MM riBd tbe political attitude, of Mr Craaa repellent, 
aavsrthalaas It la year actioaa that will ceeee thorn la win 
aad then we have anarchy." 


So In the tame week as a pimp got 9 years for beating a 
woman with a hammer, David, a 31 year old Irish building 
worker with a clean record, was sent to prison for 3 years, 
Tony 33. a hospital porter, and Mark, 24 and unemployed, 
got 4 years apiece. v 1 

There Is no legal basis for appeal and because of the nature 
of the offence, little likllhood of parole. 

The prisoners msde no apology for their sctlons then nor do 
they do so now. Whet they do need, and we on their behalf 
ask, Is for your support, politics], morel and financial. 
Financial support In cases of this kind is or course mandatory 
and something that at the end of the day we In Ami- Fascist 
Action guarantee. All donations to help them or their family 
are gratefully received. 1 

What la perhaps even more Important In the long run, with 
tna fascists once again Umbering up across Europe, is that 
they receive your political support: are seen to get it, and 
that you or your organisation art seen to be willing to give 
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STAB HIM,STAB HIM! 


** **• b# » iB0,n « of October, 
li»0, S members of tbo BNP's 
CUacow branch wort found 
lullty of OBH. assault, and 
Braaeh of tbo Peace. Among,! 
Uiolr number was BNP', 

Scottlah organlaer Brio Brand, 
•nd their Glasgow youth 

organlaer lae •dan' 
Macmillan. They are atill on 
remand awaiting report, and 
sentencing. At ieaat 2 are 
eipected to receive cuatodlai 
sentences. 

TheM charge, related to an 
attack carried out by 18-20 
fascists on an SWP public 
meetiag in February. The 

Nail, who bad been staking 
out the meeting for more than 
an hour, marching up and down 
the atraet outside. a, the 
meeting of around 00 SWP 
members and supporter, 
dispersed. 2 SWPers were set 
upon by the fascists and one 
of them was badly beaten up 
requiring stitches to head and 
face Injuries. 

Had tba SWP organised 
themselves properly, they could 
have avoided any damage to 
themselves, and indeed, could 
have Inflicted a bit of damage 
on the fascists. Instead, as is 
so often the case, they relied 
upon the state to do the work 
of the 1 revolutionaries' for 
them. The and result being a 
'victory' of sorts for tha 
opposition. 

The SWP had been aware of 
the fascist presence but 
elected to oall the police who 
(surprise surprise) had not 


, arrived from the nearby 

, station by the time the 
J meeting had ended. People at 
i tha meeting were advised of 
t what was happening ouulde, 
i told to 'stick together sad 
, make for the pub'. Four of 
i their more 'working class' 

' element decided to bead oa 

i for the pub regardless of the 
l SWP and the BNP (one of 

1 Asian comrade). 

> As they passed the fascists, 
■ho by now bad retreated up 
a nearby lane, they were 
taunted and verbally abused 
■Ith the BNP's usual mindless 
drivel. They replied with 

some mindless drivel of their 
own. The fascists ran at 
them: 2 SWPers stood their 
ground and were sws.tped by 
the Nasis. Eventually only one 
became the BNP target, after 
'doing* a couple of tha 
fascists himself. 

He was thrown into the 
windscreen of a car. hit with 
bottles, bricks and sharpened 
oriental stars. The fascists 
■ere shouting 'stab him. stab 
blm*. la their eagerness to 
stab the SWPer, their ova 
Scottish orgaaser trie Brand, 
■es stabbed twice on the legs. 

It all sounds quite dramatic 
end not very surprising! 
However, during all thin 
commotion, less then 20 yards 
■■•y. stood around |g 
members of the SWP rooted to 
the spot, watching one of their 
•»» having the shit kicked out 
of hlml It was only the 
screams of a couple of women 


members that unnerved the 
nasis who then broke away. 

The SWP's 'saviours', the 
police, then arrived and It was 
eoly tha BNP's lack of 
knowledge of the area that led 
to 8 of them running straight 
Into the arms of the plodl 
The SWP now talk of their 
'fight with the fascists in tha 
courts'l which sums up their 
position, la as far as putting 
faith In the state and Its 
ability to deal with the nesls 
goes! 

What they conveniently forget 
Is that 2 of their own 
members have also been 
charged as a result of the 
fascists' counter allegations. 
Can they aspect any different 
treatment to the BNP when 
they appear In court? SWP 
witnesses were phoned at home 
by the BNP and had death 
tfcreota mode against 


tbamseive, and their children. 
The same family had BNP 
'theoretician' Harry NuUia (28 
years' membershipp of tha 
CPI) sitting in a car outside 
their home. 

On this occasion the family 
■are terrified and decided that 
the 'advice' of the SWP was 
Ineffectual and called upon us 
(■a were members of the 
local anti-poll tas group) for 
b«lp. We esplalned esactly 
how we felt the fascists should 
be dealt with, and they 
•greed. When 2 of us arrived 
prepared for action, we were 
greeted by about I members 
of the SWP who proceeded to 
lecture u, In the middle of the 
street about when violence Is 
necessary etc. Needless to 
say. their presence had alerted 
the fascists that something 
■as happening. so they 
Immediately left the area 




•*»< IB years 

OMI 

Wa then proceeded, or 
stumbled, towards forming • 
genuine Aatl-Nasi organisation. 
Together with mainly anarchist 
and Republican elements we 
established 'Glasgow Anti- 
Fascists' (GAF). Un¬ 

fortunately, this was short¬ 
lived (although it can be 
revived) due largely to the 
'hippy Uberalisn' of the 
anarchists. Apart from Class 
War we found the rest of the 
anarchists to be soft and 
lacking In any serious 
■lllingness to taka on the 
fascists. Instead, they wanted 
■hat amounted to a slightly 
more left wing version of the 
BWP line In leaflet and poster 
campaigns. 


OAF ass to forge 
of coaf routing as 
faaeto by as 


a reel way 

d isolating 


'campaignttla' of the left. 

As I said. I don't think that 
all Is lost as far as GAF Is 
ooacernad because of the 
■lllingness of CWF and other 
individuals to collaborate with 
us on future projects - this Is 
something that needs further 
discussion. 


(Glasgow R.A.). 
















































































































































































IN THE BELLY 
OF THE BEAST 


Dedicated "To the people of 
Greater Belly murphy end the 
oppressed everywhere*. 

Barold's book ttatee clearly la 
the latrodoctloa. 


P.0 .Wu. would Uke to take this 


»•*> of oer 


IstrsMlgsst ataece of foroiag Istagrettoe beti 
aod loyallat prtooeers within the JelL 


we wore left with oo optta* hat la highlight C 
crisis wtthta this )alL 

The policy of farced latagratloa which ta bacfca 
Cope aad his cohorts at Stormoet Castle, ta 
seppreaslat ■> « repabMeaaa by havtap as 1st* 
loyalist prtaoaers. The iroey of this sttaatloa ta th 
the loyalists are ta the Jail are here for dlvalgtag I 
os repubbcaao ta loyaltat peramlUtarlea. 

The campaign to data has roeelted la the data 
feral tare aod fltttags by priseoers of both sides aa 


Judicial lev tew taken by I rapebllcaas aa tta 
forced istegrsttoe, we heve ooatftaead la ear oiapal) 
Tsaaioo ia the |md) at the moment ta at aa all-time 


whenever we meet. A fee weeks ayo saw 
ooaf roe tattoos whoa a repeh ltes a going aa a 
severely beaten by 4 toy totals whoa they mot aa 

his visit, to the prison hospital for treatment for 
to hta faco and upper body. 

The east day t loyalists aaatalaed lajartaa ta aa tor 

damtaMd'tte dtolag" uEfm* A 'wi*!* Mkp I •* 
also threw Upeto. namely artao, oat of tbo botto« 
dal daata lor 4 eoottaeoes days. Aa a reao 


tbarafore hod to oat aM oer meals to oer eoOs. 1 
ware dtomtoetod aa a trolley poshed by a scran 
waUtoatoa boots ss the floors were soaked to srtae 


verdict of a 
a policy of 


4 or f days the 


wore aloe to a bad coad itta a as wo were not pei 
wash or to stop oat. Me therefore had he eat oar 


With this policy of forced latograttoa. we tha prto 
had to oodare more hardship thaa aaoasaary. tt I 
to aa opera tia« a form of aogrogatioe to keep oo 
loyalists. This moaaa that we only have assoclstl 
days aad at least I meals per day are eaten Is 


all afternoon before wo taka oer asaoetettoa botwea 
7M pm that eveaiap. 

The days between oar Jmil days we have termed oer 
Thaao days we brine oar breakfast aod laaeh ha 
celiB to oat aad wa pat eaa beer's eserctoe to the 
nonlatlee la the eveel*. Mo have to rotate 
loyalists aa tha screws have admitted that they ooa 
if wa tried to take meals, eserctoe or asaoeli 


mltted to 
food with 


One to hoi* looked op oa averapo 12 hoars s day i 
lack of toteraal seal tattoo, prtaoaers are forced to s 
defecate to tbatr cells. They defecate oa a be* 
thaa dropped oet of the call window. Thaos baps 
ootaids the colls for apwards of a week ooatlasalty 
a steach which comes back through the oefl wind. 

practice ta the resalt of onll doon be 
from 7JB pa satll Md am the east morale*. 

So. comrades, as yea eaa saa what wo have to m 
this policy of forced latepratioa. wo as Bapubllca 
P.o.rj weald Uke to call for year support aa 


days with 
Ida't ocpe 


often lia 
giviap off 


Party. Oo ratoh maith spat. 


And so from this standpoint, 
ha tails tbs story of a 
community of 12.881 people 
llvlap on 8 housing estatas 
within Ona square mile who 
have bees central to resisting 
British rule la N Ireland for 
the last 20 years: and tails It 
from both his own research 
and eiperlances of living ss a 
community worker In tha area 
between 1872-8 and through 
tha eye-witness accounts of 
the people themselves. It Is 
this approach that makes It a 
book that tells Its story, for 
once, through the perspectives 
of the working class 
men/womeo Involved and this 
made It s very forceful and 
inspiring resd for me and 
would, 1 believe, for moot 
readers of this paper. 

Barold covers all the key 
Issues of the last 20 years In 
a comprehensive but simple 
manner, explaining around each 
issue tha rolo played by the 
British, loyalists, DubUn 
government, Church hierarchy 
and middle class Nationalists 
lad by the SDLf la their 
attempts to neutralise, Isolate 
and defeat the IRA and INLA 
and prevent the working class 
from organising them-selves 
Independently. 

Another success of tha book Is 
to show tha role played by tha 
entire community la opposing 
British rule and therefore 
avoids being tagged like so 
msoy other books that 
conceatrate oa tha armed 
struggle, as elevating or 
divorcing the guerrillas from 
the community and placing 
them, on purpose or otherwise, 
la an 'elitist' role. What the 
book does Is show up the 
analysis that many left groups 
such as tha SWP and Militant 
for eiample hold about the 
situation la Ireland to be 
disgusting or Just plain 
laughable (depending on your 
temperament) aod Illustrates 
that the conflict Is every bit 
as much of a peoples' uprising 
as the struggles In 8 Africa. 
Palestine or El Salvador. 

But as I have said much of 
the book's contents comae 
from the memories of the 
people themselves, telling how 
ooa of Europe's most notorious 
areas where people ware sent 
to live as a last resort was 
galvanised by the struggle Into 
a staunch and proud stronghold 
that became feared sod hated 
by the British forces. 

Soma of the parts of the book 
are quite brutal In portraying 
the suffering of tha Nationalist 
people and leaves the reader 
la no doubt that the 
emergence of the IRA was an 
Inevitable symptom of the 
troubles and not the cause of 
them. 

■One of the moat harrowing 


find out whore wo 



aod say." (Mary Murphy). 

In 1877, tha families bereaved 
by the 'Manse' killings had 
their cases heard In Crumlin 
load Court la Belfast. Mrs 
Murphy was offered the 

princely sum of C2S0 to 
compensate herself sod her • 
children for the lou of a 
husband aod a father. She 
told them to keep It. Mrs 

Taggart, who was )eered 
outside the courtroom by the 
soldiers who had killed her 
husband, recaived not a peony 
for herself sad her 10 
children. 

After countless attacks by 
Loyalists on Nationalists, 
burning them out of their 

homes, while the armv stood 
by, 'IRA - I ran away' was 

daubed on soma walls In 
Nationalist areas. Oa 27 June 
1170 this was all to change 
when the IRA ruthlessly 
defended their people la the 
small Nationalist enclaves of 
Ardoyne and Short Strand 
against Loyalist pogroms, and 
killed f of them. This marked 
s turning point and from here 
onwards tha IRA grew Into one 
of the moat affective guerilla 
armies In the world with a 
close relationship with the 
community . Illustrated In 
passages such as the following: 
"Chrtt Verstappea aad 
Aaaamtoka Ryckaaberg. two 
beg-steedt* Dutch frtoodU of 
toe '41' project bad aaot 4 
postal odors for £18# each 
from their faad ratatag efforts 
to the Netherlands. Doaal 
Eagan weat to St Isoms' Peat 
Office oe the Falls Road to 
oaah them. *1 had paaaed the 


sail bomb - I think merbe It towards Cleaattea Bead. Lucky 
was toe first saUbomb ever for Herbo, the ealtoomb blew 
thrown - aad Be weat after It. op before Be caaght ap with 
What h appaeed east has booa him. That evening 'Doeea's 
Guerillas' gave Bo a mUttri/ 
faneraL The cortege eaa 
accompanied by a guard of 
honour la black berets aaj 
dork glasses, followed by a 
largo crowd of yoo*ata s. 
The last post was played aod 


throegh hedges; aad Herbo I Just as books have been 
took off at ■ gallop. The last | written telling the story of 
struggles In Africa, central 



was happening so I pushed too 

moeeybmdL Bet ^rookta't 
get my baed seder the glaas 
to grab too postal orders. We 
were ordered ap against the 
wall with oar haads ia the air 
• 8 others or so aad myself. 
One bloke ooverod the door 
aad the other raa ia behtod 
the eoaator throwing 
everything be ooald find late 
the sack, stamps aed all. So 
whoa he came oet I waited my 
apgartoafty aad sort of slowly 
taraod around, my heads still 
la tha air, aad says, 'Da you 
miad If I apeak to yeof' Aad 
he Jaet levelled the gsa oo 
me. My heart was booaciag. 
He says, 'What the lack de 
yea want?' I sort of knew 
then that It was OK. 1 said. 
'I waat those postal orders'. 
He says, 'Who owes thaw?' I 
sold, 'They betoag to a 


They couldn't speak, to theii 
lifetime It was the fifth tlsae 
they had beea burned net of 
their home by loyalists. If 



for ktoa.' Be looks at me far 
a while, aad thee heads me 
the bag aad says, 'Take them'. 
Be 1 rummaged through the 
bag. lifted them oet. aad 
tamed beck to toe wall with 


in com par Im loo to 
prisoners In Long Keah enjoy 
more 'civilised conditions', 
conceded by the authorities 
only after the '81 hunger 


This was her whole Ufa.” 

(Jimmy Burns) 

■They (the army) fired rubber 
ballets lake my husband from 


ha pet to hospital It waa the 
ia tarsal tajartos that were the 
went. They bed to pet him 
aa a ktoeey machine, kin brer 


aad there was all aorta of 
other iajurtoe. The doctor told 


breaking Into a run, and thr 

fleeing Herbo, casting foglt 


America etc, so a BoOymstpby 
aad the Irish War* will get to 
Join them as an historical 
record of a risen people. 




Throughout tha book however, 
It shows that despite all that 
Is endured by the people, and 
the fierce resistance, there L, 
always time to look at the 
funnier side of things, such ss 
the story of 'Be': 

■He was a pop from one of 
Doaae's dogs. They called 


to drtek aad bo pat drunk. 
Thao I gat him. He was a 
real taring dag. The only 
poop to be ever weat for was 
toe Brits, toe 'Feelers' aad my 
brother ia low. Aad army 
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RESTORING 


It to a conspicuous fact that 
the toft to this country in 
fsited to establish a boss of 




•wccoodod to becoming a mass 
party. It would bo bops toss to 
attempt to Idostify a single 
cauas for tbto weakness, yot 
amongst tbo factors that have 
rsaultod la tbto atata of affairs 
must ba counted tbs question 
of orgaatestiou. loftoctsd In 
tbo iaqairy into tbo desirable 
organisation of a socialist 
party in contemporary 
conditions, must bo questions 
concerning class composition 
and Ibe objectives of sucb a 
party. 


Tbo loft la Britain esblblts 
throe mala forms: 

- an organisation that bases 

Itsrlf primarily on tbo 
production of a newspaper and 
other propaganda, denying that 
It forms a 'party', such as 
'Pllltant' 

- an organisation that is 
composed of elamoats united 
In a 'Federation', such as 
(.lass War, whara individual 
branches or local organisations 
are autonomous is the sense of 
forming and Implementing 
independent policies as wall aa 
In tba election of personnel 

• finally, organisations that 
claim to be structured 
according to tbo principles of 
'democratic centralism', such 
aa the SWP. 


tbo flame of Leals or Trotsky 
or whomever. 

Becsuee no organisation or 

party will ever bo correct In 
its perspectives and reapooaoa 

all of the time, it to vital that 
discussions, dissent, and ovea 

factions should be actively 
encouraged, not merely 
permitted, by the constitution 
of the organisation ap to the 
point where the 1m- 
plementatioe of policy and 
actioo demands unity. 
Nations! policy must therefore 
».S decided by a majority vote 
of all branches voting 
independently, but where all 
branches are equally bound to 
carry oet the policy which 
results from this decision¬ 
making structure. 

The necessity of soma form of 
centralism estooda to tbo 
democratic implemeetatioe of 
the majority will la matters of 
policy, yot cannot bo allowed 
to suppress tbo autonomy of 
branches to toe eitsnt of 
regulating the Internal election 
of office^, delegates etc, 
reopectl'* to each branch. 

Tbto element of 'federalism' Is 
eeseetlal is limiting the power 
of the centre in ensuring that 
the mojorlty will of the 
branches Is genuinely espreased 
by the control structure. This 
would not be the ceae If the 


relatively small, composed of 
'professional' revolutionaries, 
aed largely domlrated by 
declassed intellectuals such as 
Lenin himself. Lenin 

distinguished his views from 


those of Blaaqel, who believed 
that a tiny band of dedicated 
revolutionaries could seise 
power la tbo same of the 
working class, by iaaistlag that 
tba party had always to work 
In ways that linked It to the 
masses. He rejected Individual 
terror as a revolutionary 
method. Lanin summarised his 
costrallsm In this way: 

The organisations) principle of 
rwvolattooory Social demo¬ 
cracy—striven to p roceed from 
too top downw a rd, aed upholds 
oo estaastoa of tbo righto aad 
powers of too oootru la 
relation to too ports* 


Lenin always mads It plain 
that he regarded this form of 
organisation os specific to 
conditions prevailing at the 
time he wroto. Nonetheless, 
certain objective trends were 
evident to contemporary 
critics. Including Trotsky, who 
wrote la 1104: 



Moot socialists, certainly those 
supporting or sympathetic to 
Red Actioo would reject the 
idea that any affective party 
genuinely related to the 
working class can bo satisfied 
with the production of 
propaganda without part¬ 
icipating In effective action in 
other areas in the form of an 
independent. eutoeomous 

organisation. Ideas developed 
In a political vacuum, that are 
not genernted by direct 
political practice. Inevitably 
remain abstract, sterile and 
detached from reality. For 
many who style themselves 
socialists, this is not a 
disadvantage but a blessing, 
since It relieves them of the 
necessity to aogage in the 
frequent lnconclus!vee»;* and 
the Inevitable difficulties and 
•friction' Ideas encounter in 
the practice accompanying 
political commitment (which Is 
often productive or even 
indlspenslble In converting 
abstract concepts Into concrete 
proposals). 


FEDERALISM 


Red Action rejects the 
federalist option, believing that 
the centralised, united 
esploltatlon of a class requires 
a centralised, unified response 
on the part of the esplolted. 
It Is not acceptable that 
Individual branches of an 
organisation should be free to 
decide autonomously on 
matters of policy nod activity 
without regard to the 
decisions of othar branches of 
tha organisation. While there 
will always be differences of 
consciousness and emphasis 
amongst sections of the 
working class. Its Interests as 
an esplolted class are 
eaiveruol, and therefore the 
policies and activities of the 
organisation or party that 
claims to reprasant It, must 
always aim at Incorporating 
that unity or universality both 
natioaally and Internationally. 

This of course, since any 
organisation is historically 
situated aad detarmlaed, will 
prove tmpoesible to achieve In 
practice - aven genuine 
revolutionary organisations will 
to some astent be limited by 
unconscious prejudices and 
distorted perspactlves. Tha 
assumption of a uniquely 
'correct line' or monopoly of 
revolutionary wisdom cannot bo 
Justified, though oven the 
tiniest groups on the British 


centre were able to appoint Its 
own officer* delegates etc 
within each branch. 

DEMOCRATIC 

CENTRALISM 

Does this nmount to deacrlblng 
Rod Actioa as a 'democratic 
oeatralist' organisation? To 
answer this question, we need 

to look at the circumstances 
and disputes of the Russian 
Social Democratic Party In tha 
early years of tha century, 
where the term first evolved. 

In the absolutist, police-state 
conditions of early nineteeath 
century Russia, before tha 
revolution of IMS, Lenin 
elaborated aa ultra-ceatraltot 
theory of party organisation. 
His reasons seem to have been 
the following: 

a) that, as he put It. the 
demand that tba party should 
be made more accessible to 
the masses meant In the 
particular circumstances that 
Russian Social Democracy than 
faced, making It more 
accessible to the police. The 
average life of party branches 
before the police suppressed 
them was at this tima three 
months, so the polot 
undoubtedly had some objective 
validity. 

b) be denied that *tbe labour 
movement pure and simple can 
elaborate—an Independent 
Ideology for Itself*. Workers 
toft to themselves would 
develop oo more than a 
'trades union' conaciousness, in 
fight aioluslvely lor limited 
ead Immediate economic gains. 
"Class political conaciousness 
can only be brought to tha 
workers only from without*, by 
a marstst party largely 
composed of or directed by 
Intellectuals. 

c) lacking an independent 
Ideology, tha workers would be 
unable to launch Independent 
revotettoaary activity escept 
where guided by a 
revolutloeary party apparatus. 

d) he believed that It would 
never be possible for a 
revolutionary party to cooslst 
of tha the eatlra working class 
since such a party would 
Inevitably be reduced to a 
form of 'tallism* - being 
restricted by the toast 
advanced elemeats of the 
olaas. 



Rosa Lusemburg, Wills 
recognising the unfavourable 
conditions of political 

absolutism and economic 

backwardneaa urder which 
Russian Social Democracy had 
to work, wroto aa article for 
'Iskra' criticising Lenin's 
conception of tha party 
entitled 'Organisational 

Questions of Russlsn Social 
Democracy*. She isolated two 

principles of Leainlst 

centralism: 


I) 'the sharp aooaotootioa of 
too distinction of too orgootood 
troops of oipticit and active 
rwvotatteoertoe from toe 
Hoofgalaaod, though 

r ovetotioasry, a toes which 
sonooadb them* 



of too 

Including too power to 

of 

of each local 


She concedes that there la "a 
strong tendency to centralism 
Inherent In Nanism*, and that 
a Marxist party represents 
”the totality of the Interests 
of the proletariat as a class, 
as opposed to all partial aad 
group Interests”. For tha 
same reason, she opposes 
federalism. Yet Lenin's 
conception Is fundamentally 
flawed because It substitutes a 
mechanical and estarnal 
relationship between the party 
and the working class, and a 
mechanical modal of the 
evolution of working class 
consciousness, for tha more 
complex reality: 


•(Tba cteaa struggle] moves to 
the dialectical eootrodtotioa 
that bore too proletarian army 
la first recruited to the 
struggle itself, aad too. only to 
the struggle Sons it become 
aware of too obje c tives of the 
struggle.* 

It follows that, Just as 
importantly, 

■opart from tbo general 
principle of struggle, there la 
oo roody-mede, pre- 
established. detailed set of 



It la only during Its 
partielpattoo within too 
struggle as It develops that 
even too goato aad alma of toe 

working clean one bo 
meaningfully defined. This to 
toe opposite of 'utopianism' 
which to a charge every 
socialist will bavo met. The 
socialist organisation cannot 
therefore. to aay ctre- 
umstaeces, take the form of 
the direction of toe masses by 
a group of prof em localised 
mill teats, who themselves are 
obliged to obey too dir act tone 
of a centralised power. Rosa 
'Lusemburg summarised bar owa 
coeceptioa of m socialist 
organisation to this wly: 



She also objects to Lenin's 
simplistic coeceptioa of party 
(aed worfciag clean) 
'discipline*. It Is true that 
Lenin at all poiata to bln 
career seemed to regard the 
discipline of the factory or 
evea of the barracks as the 
model of socialist discipline, 
whereas aeyoae who has 
actually worked la a factory 
knows that the routine slavery 
endured on the production line 
or under a foremao Is the 
product of domination by aa 
exploiting data aad has 
virtually nothing la common 
with the values of a socialist 
society. Noroovar, la 

Luxemburg's view. It to always 
the logic of objective events 
and the spontaneous reaction 
of the working class to them 
which load* end the subjective 
logic of theory aad tha 'party 
line' which follows; hence aay 
party organisation to tobofootof 
conservative to relation to 
maos actioa. 


CLASS 

COMPOSITION 


It Is notable that Lento's own 
conception of the party and its 
organisation was 'rev¬ 
olutionised' by the events of 
IMS. Ha acknowledged that 
the composition of the party 
had to change to Incorporate 
worker elements In place of 
intellectuals and that the 

ontlro bate of party 
membership had to be 

broadened to the extent that 
existing party atructures were 
shattered. By ISM he 

described the Russian Social 
Democrats as a *masa party* 
with a more 'loose* and 
"free* organisation. Ha 
further had to acknowledge 
that, la ISM, 'the proletariat 
tensed sooner than its leaders 
the change In the objective 
conditions of the struggle* - 

that the working class was 
after all capable of 
spontaneous revolutionary 

action. The authority of the 
Central Committee was 
weakoaed. At the Bolshevik 
Congress of ISM Lenin 
declared that: 



At the Coogrnaa of tha RSDLF 
la ISM ho pat down a 
resolution stating that "the 
principle of democratic 
centralism In the Party Is now 
universally recognised', and 
that this 'Implies universal and 
full freedom to criticise, so 
tong as this does not disturb 
the unity of a definite action". 


PARTY 



He called upon too party 
members to work to "make 
tha local organisations the 
principal organisational units of 
tha Forty la fact aad not 
merely to name*. Tha right 
of factions to exist was not 
merely recognised but fought 
for: at the ISOS Bolshevik 
Coogrnaa It was resolved that: 
■tha Minority now has the 
unconditional right, guaranteed 
by Forty rules, to advocate 
views and to carry on aa 
Ideological struggle, so long as 
tha disputes and differences do 
aot lead to disorganisation". 


It can be seen that the 
doctrine of "democratic 

centralism* evolved from a 
ravolutioaary response to 
revolutionary circumstances. 
Still, doubts about Lenin's own 
commitment tc democratic 
rather than centralist 

procedures rami la. As 

Luxemburg argues. 


■It to a mietako t o believ e 

'provisionally' the ' raeeferred 
absolute power* of bo centre] 
committee of the party for 
the yot uerealteabti majority 
ruto of the otUghta*4 working 
close with, i III own 
enaatoatlaa; aad it to o 

took of opae centre! b y too 

aad onada ct of the party 
organa ooeto be replaced by 

oeatral committee over the 
activity of toe revolutionary 

working olaoe.' 


There Is overwhelming 
evidence to the period 
following the 111? revolution 
that Lenin dto believe both 
these propositions and that to 
those apoctflc nnoiHttoas, did 
his utmost to put thorn into 
practice, with dlsastorous 
consequences for too Marxist 
tradition. It Is Important to 
be clear that ha only did oo 
when tha possibility of masa 
working claas power within a 
workers' state hod faded. 
Thera Is no evldonco that bo 
dsatrod the substitution of the 
party for the class: only that 
ha tragically believed that tha 
party eoold substitute itself 
for toe class In conditions 
where tha exercise of power 


by a geauioe workers' stats 
was aot feasible. 


The lessons remain for 
socialist organisations today. 
Both tactics aod objectives are 
defined oaly through the class 
struggle In action: there eon 

he aa abstract party 
p OT po c tivoa aod party Haas 
told down to advance. 
Participation In existing mass 

campaigns within the class Is 
tha only wny to develop 

politics) awaroeess and 

perspectives. Tha organisation 
must relate to the wirking 
class at a whole and not solely 
to some notional 'advanced 
section' or 'vanguard'. Power 
mutt flow democratically and 
accountably from below. N< 
'central committee' or 

'control commission' can have 
the right to vet and direct 
members aad their local 
organisations. There should 
be no 'closed' meetings or 
tribunals. It is aa Illusion to 
suppose that omniscient 
committees or cadres can 

maintain tha 'purity' of 
revolutionary doctrine by 

substituting themselves for 

mass consciousness and 

objectlva conditions. As 

Luxemburg remarks: 

'oners made by 0 truly 
revolutionary labour movement 
an historically taftaitoly more 
fruitful aad more valuable than 
the tofalUbtilty of too boat of 
ell poeatoto 'central 

oomaaithoae'*. 


The utmost effort must be 
made to break down the 
barrier between the militant 
and active party cadre and tha 
non-party sympathiser: there 
should for example, be 
categories of party membership 
available open to those who 
are not able to become full 
members. The publications of 
a revolutionary organisation 
mutt ba careful aot to address 
Issues la a manner comp¬ 
rehensible only to its own 
members or othar committed 
activists. Integration within 
general working class culture 
lx eesaatial If the organisation 
is not to become detached 
from tha class It represents. 
Finally, socialists should 
beware of making a fetish of 
constitutions and structural 
mechanisms or boliaving tost a 
rigorously-worded constitution 


4 


From this prescription a party 



BREAKING THE MOULD 


THEORY AND 
PRACTICE 


•Tto Central Committee tod 



by decree aad finally, 
li to ni, tt m Indirectly 
of 


wi 

vJri t 


¥ 


•jk 





LASS 


soetaUet traasformatioe of 
aoelaty la something for which 
a reedy aiada foraala or 
blaaprlat Has raady aada la 
tto pocket of tto leadorahlp 
aad which for flrat tto 


caa dafaat objective, hlatorlcal 
factors. Aa Uvamburg puts 

It: 

"It la sot tto text of a 



of aa orfaalaatteaal fora.* 

So wbaa all ooattitutloaal and 
organisational quattions kara 
boon settled, the crucial 
element within a aoclaltst 
party remains ita claaa 
coapoaltloa. Policy and action 
must be determined throughout 
the organisation not by 
Intellectuals or other kinds of 
'specialist, 1 but by conscious 
and actlva mambers of the 
working claaa. 

The conclusion must be that, 
despite having bean discredited 
by the working practices of 
contemporary left groups, the 
■democratic centralist' model, 
of the three described above, 
approilmatea most cloaaly to 


the needs of a contemporary 
working class socialist 
organisation. It Is not the 
phrase itself that Is significant 
(Indeed It may be profitable In 
present circumstances to 
discard It): It Is the putting 
the principles which It contains 
Into practice that Is the key. 
Certain groups, the SWF among 
them, claim to be operate a 
'democratic centralist' 

structure, yet certainly do not 
manifest this In practice. It 
Is no secret that a number of 
the founding members of Red 
Action left tha SWP precisely 
In protest against that 
organisation's actual bias in 
favour of centralism above 
democracy. Red Action can 
claim to be the result of 
correcting that Imbalance. It 
Is only on this basis that the 
historical Inability of the loft 
to relate to tha mass of the 
working class can eventually 
be overcome. 

F. Gordon 


tot la reality there caa to eo 
for tha 


eaa only to drawn ap 
by tto participants after tto 
, tot aa things 


ravolatloe Itself having 
changed reelity. thee of ooerae 
tto foraala la already oat of 
date. Its real valee la la 
deaoaetratlag tto truth or 
otherwise of tto baaia oa 


baaed oa practice aad la tare 
servee practice. Tto valee of 
aay theory la oely determined 
by objective Impartial reealts 
la soda) practloe, aad oely 


criterion for truth. 


Looking at the revolutionary 
left la Britain oa that taels. 


go if the leadership, academic 
of a 
la ao 


FACTIONS 


la a 


hoped to fled theoretical If 
net actual an actuary la Its 



la theory, It 
materiaUaod la practice. 


reluctant to Uaplemoat 



The 


ooetlaee to propagate Its caee 
as a faction with ocoaae to 


apportsalty for tto minority to 
become tto majority, la tto 
Interim they are boead by 
requirements of tactical aatty 
to carry oet 


created la order to prepare for 
erisia aiteottooa - tt la aot 
function to debate 
Tto party la aot a 



Oroap) 


If tt 

la accepted that tto reel 
tagents of change are aot tto 
poos of tbooratlclaaa bet tto 
ectloes of workers themselves 
of their owe self- 


tha revolutionary orgaalaatloa 


CADRE 


tap dowa tot by electloe from 
tto bottom ap. If tto reel 
Initiative for chaage fastens 
aot at Jbe tap bet at tto 
bees, thee that la ultimately 




to then 

_ w _ _ _r* far the 

Idaas of tto 

(From the clean, tl 
the membership, to 



and policy la tto Interests of 
flexibility tt mast to laft to 
tto elected leadership to 
decide etthla these parameters 

day to day tactic*. 


A revolutionary socialist party 
must be composed of working 
class members - anything else 
Is • sham or a sect. It must 
be working class In Instinct, 
character, composition and 
appeal. The structure of any 
group 11km the structure of any 
society. Is responsible for nod 
defines the status, rights and 
responsibilities of the 
individual wlthia Ita confines. 

For that vary reason the 
•ttltudo of a revolutionary 
organisation to Its memborshlp 
must be different In this 
respect to all previous or 
oslstlng political institutions. 

Por Instaaca the division of 
mental and manual labour 
Inherent in claaa society must 
not bo carried over into the 
socialist movement and 
sanctified In tho revolutionary 
party. Natthar can It be 
accepted that tha bureaucratic 
typo discipline and authority 
Imposed on tho workers by the 
capitalist system be simply 
transferred from the boas class 
to some new ruling elite 
within the party. 

While It Is obviously In the 
Interests of any group to train 
Its members to efficiency es 
agitators, organisers or general 
propagandists etc It must now 
be regarded as both a 
'pressing necessity' and s 
primary duty to facilitate the 
development of the working 
class membership Intellectually 
as well. It Is In this way that 
the mast of tha clast will 
come to know what we are 
fighting for, in addition to 
understanding what we are 
currently fighting against. Not 
only Is Internal democracy 
greatly enhanced with a 
membership capable of making 
educated and independent 
decisions with distinct virtues 
other than a passive obedience 
to duty, but as a direct result 
It will forge an entirely new 
itrnta of organic Intellectuals 
(Gramscl) who can articulate 
and rationalise the potential 
lor domlnanca of tha working 
class from which they have 
emerged but In which they 
also remain. The production 
of Ita own leadership by a 
class is at once evidence and 
tho vital contribution to a 
further raising of Its self* 
esteem. This development 
Itself being a necessary pre¬ 
condition and an Indication 
that tha replacement of the 
rule by the minority in the 
Interests of the minority Is not 
only inevitable but perhaps 
even Imminent. Praising an 
economic study by a working 
class tailor Mari made the 
point that: 

■totora tto proletariat wise 
Its victory tt announces tto 
oomlag of Ita rule by a aortas 
of istelloctaal victories*. 

In the meantime they terve 
the movement as the 
Ideological counterparts to tha 
i organic Intellectuals among the 
top civil servants, economists, 
barristers, architects who 
function at the spinal column 
for tht editing order. This 
then is the core or cadre, "the 
whalebone In the corset", tha 
living embodiment of tha 
ultimata aim and a 
revolutionary role modal for 
working class youth. Only by 
a conscious preparation of the 
ground in advance can we the 
working class render ourselves 
fit for political dominion. 




For some utopian elements on 
the left the ontlre question of 
leadership Is unpalatable, but 
there really do eitst rulers and 
ruled, leaders and lad. Within 
this society tha origins lie In 
class division, but it also 
operates within classes and 
organisations. At s time like 
this whan tha level of struggle 
Is low and faw workers believe 
! j the possibility of reform, 
not to talk of revolution, • 
revolutionary group like RA 
will be small and must be 
content to bn ao. To dilute 
political principles simply to 
recruit Is pointless. Obviously 


there aro different levels of 
awaronoaa within tha working 
class, so It is self-evident that 
a revolutionary workers group 
will only attract the moat 
advanced elements, and so will 
be by dofloltion s minority. 
But It la the minorities whe 
have mado history as In th» 
past: It Is tha faw who will 
have the courage to take their 
places at the front, tha most 
conscious, purposeful part ol 
tha claaa who form the 
political wedge end through 
whoee osample the entire 
broed mass of the working 
class Is pointed "towards its 
historical tasks at every step" 
(Rosa Luiemburg), who will 
shape history In the future. 
The very reaeon (or tha 
movement's eilstence Is to 
provide both s focus snd * 
coherent platform for out 
aspirations and the necessary 
cutting edge to advance the 
Interests of the class a sa 
whole. Yes. a genuine 
revolutionary claaa would be 
part of the revolutionary 
vanguard within the class when 
the class as a whole Is 
advancing, but It also 
recognises that It has the 
responsibility to form or take 
part In a revolutionary 
rearguard to prevent headlong 
(light when the class Is in 
retreat rather tbsn Just 
produce abstract propaganda. 

It must also understand that 
no revolutionary party can 
aspect to coaatitute the entire 
vanguard whan the class Is on 
the advance due to tha sheer 
volume of recruits, neither In 
retreat due to mandatory 
fragmentation, confusion and 
despair. Therefore to advance 
the interests of the entire 
class, sectarianism and Its 
sterile 'one party only' 
advocates should be outlawed 
but In anv case will become 
redundant. 

No political collective can 
aver aspect completely by Its 
own efforts to command a 
monopoly on tha truth. As s 
revolutionary minority It 1s 
Red Action's duty to first set 
an esample and by so doing 
advocate n harder road for the 
majority. A democratic 
structure where power flows 
from the periphery to the 
centre, ensures that when the 
sltuetlon arises, we fulfil a 
complementary duty to copy 
and support s more effective 
strategy set by others than 
ourselves. From this follows 
the acceptance by us that the 
vanguard of the class will at 
all times be made up and fed 
by many different tributaries 
and currents. That political 
pluralism will eslst within any 
subsequent proletarian 

dlcatorshlp. This Is the only 
guarantee that truth will never 
again bend the knee to power. 

INTELLECTUALS 

The Marslst concept of 
socialism cannot be (lied in 
rigid formulas In any ares 
Including thst of the questions 
of organisation. The 

revolutionary party must be 
designed specific to the 
situation or period in which it 
seeks to develop. Class 
composition must in all cases 
be accepted as the primary 
Ingredient In the development 
of a genuine revolutionary 
party and to advanen we must 
learn to appeal to and exploit 
all the skills technical and 
otherwise thst eslst In the 
class. A revolutionary 

organisation needs organisers, 
theoreticians. Journsllsts, 

propagandists, artists, poets 
etc to promote and project its 
political message. Communism 
Is about the collective 
emancipation of the entire 
working class thereby releasing 
for full development the 
potential of the individual 
mamberi within the clasa. 
Few would deny that Britain In 
1191 for the laft to be held In 
low esteem by the working 
class would be a tremendous 
advance. 

Since the student explosions In 
1968 which inflated many tiny 
groups such as the SWP into 
viable national organisations, 


■c etlmes Incraasing 

ir nbershtp tenfold, tha 
aiudeat and ax-student strata 
h va consciously and 
i onscioesly created an nntlrn 
I Utseal subculture in their 
own image and likeness. 

In a country like Britain whera 
even In 1111 60\ of ,h * 

population still laava school at 
16. the dominant culture of 
the 'revolutionary' left to 
predominantly mlddln class 
reflecting tha d mlnaat culture 
and values of tre vary society 
U Is maaat to ubvnrt. As a 
consequence Ita initiative* tend 
to oa short term, short-sighted 
and shallow with a marked 
absence of stamina alien to 
and in.i Ivertently inhospitable 
to tee forking class and its 
cultur si d values. 


To firm re-build and then 
retain :he worki : class 
character of tha re lutionarv 
socialist movement, hare can 
be no room lor tea phoney, 
ths careerists, tha sell-servers 
or the self-pr 'motors. 


Because we are deallnr. In a 
rational manrer with a specific 
Institution this must be given 
institutional form. Therefore 
special provisions of scrutiny 
are necessary to regulate the 
Influs of elements of other 
class origin. For that reason, 
the National Council would 
preclude (torn recognising 
entitlement to O' egate 
representation on th< council 
of a branch exclusively com 
ponsrd o( students. For the same 
reason, no oraneb would be 
accepted of which two-thirds 
at least did not consist of 
wage-labourers, clerical or 
manual. 


This Is not to exclude 
educated snd progressive 
elements of other classes (who 
have broken with their own 
class) from the socialist 
movement, but In recognition 
that It to the vary power ol a 
cists moving undet its own 
steam that attracts them, not 
the other way around. Whan 
the level ol struggle Is low 
Ilk* now tha drill by 
Intellectuals toward the 
working class dries up, an 
alignment et any time by them 
with us only serves as a 
measure of our own 
Independence, self-esteem snd 
ambition. 

WORKING CLASS 


So whv the working ilsssT 
The answer bas nothing to 'to 
with Idealising the workers as 
such, It does not depei d on 
regarding workers ns re 
clever, courageous <r 
humanitarian than other 
people, nor Is It relevant that 
workers often follow 
reactionary movements or 
leaders and do not show any 
Instinctive empathy with 

progressive causes. They ar» 
■t lean as capable of being 
misled and deceived as ar 
other section of soctet 
(Including Intellectuals). They 
are filled with selfish, short¬ 
sighted aspirations like 

| veryone else. 


Militancy collective not 

pettonal, It in principle an 
Indes to the alienation 
characteristic of • social 
group, correspondinc to Its 
objective relationship In real 
life to the productive forces 
and the resulting social 

hierarchy. For Instance. It Is 
perfectly possible that 

Individual bank clerks or 
librarians may be more 
advanced politically and more 
militant than say othr- 
Indlvlduala who happen to b* 
miners or building labourers. 
But collectively the letter are 
far more likely during an 
industrial dispute to find 
themselves engaged as s 

matter of course In hand to 
hand combet with the forces 
of the state. In the same way 
that manual workers see 
themselves as working for the 
boss, many clerical workers 

with superior Income and 
income often sea themselves 























PARTY 


CLASS 

(CONTINUED) 

as working with tha boas. 
Generally they ere more 
attuned to the norms ol 
reepee tebllity, leee alienated 
from the rellog data and the 
relies ideaa of society, end eo 
for them the llaee of eleaa 
demarcatioa are elwaya far 
leaa clearly defiaed. 

•y the aame token, the 
working claaa la the aery elaea 
at the tavera of economic 
power, not by conacioea 
dec talon, bet by iu objective 
coodittooa of eilateace. Seen 
ia that light It la not a 
question of how the working 
claaa can be deceived, 
betrayed, eedeced, bought off 
or manipulated by the ruling 
powera of aociety like every 
other claaa and atrata. The 
fundamental point la that It ia 
the working claaa that they 
meet deceive and ao It ia the 
working claaa aa a reoult that 
la the princtpel target of all 
ruling claaa proagaada. Devoid 
of any other credible 
alternative, a revolutionary 
or gamut ion for and by the 
claaa la the only adequate 

antidote. 

The baaic function of claaa 
organisation la struggle, 

preeent or potential, reality or 
threat. Class orgaalaatloaa 
bring class characteristics to 
the fore end as a function of 
organisation claaa char- 
selenitic* Increasingly take 
precedence over merely 

individual reactions the greater 
the acale of class involvement. 
Then In a feed beck effect 
class reactions can also re* 
shape and re-educate Individual 
opinion. Thus claaa 

consciousness develops, la the 
struggle to change conditions 
we change ourselves. 

CLASS AND 
PARTY 

People, regardless of class, do 
not fight for abstract 
concepts, say socialism or 
fascism, they only fight for or 
against Its coming if It carries 
with it some tangible benefit 
or threat. 

Self-Interest, Immediate and 
short-term, Is the practical 
basis and the real foundation 
for any political party or 
movement. And so It la with 
the revolutionary movement 
and the working class. It 
must be the role of a 
revolutionary party to reflect 
and respond to In a practical 
manner the actual problems of 


workers aad by so doing weU 
the revolutionary to the class 
and the claaa to the 

revolutioearf. 

First of all oust come aa 
acceptance or reoogaltioa that 
for much of the time the 

revolutionary aad the breed 
base of the class do not share 
Identical interests. So what 
then. Is the actual 
relatleeahlpf Per instance, la 
It our primary duty aa 
revolutionaries to help win the 
dispute or campaign or la tha 
real objective to 'build the 

party'? 

The vast majority. If not all 
groups on the left would not 

heatttete, claiming that as tha 
revolutionary transformation Is 
Indeed In the long-tar m 

interests of all workers, and a 
revolutionary party la a vital 
compooeet In that struggle, 

and of course they to the 

eiclusion of all others are the 
party. The party meat be 

built, so collecting money for 
striking workers and skimming 
a percentage off the top for 
propagasde purposes is 

permitted. Indeed any 

unprincipled opportunism or 

dishonesty Is defended 

pragmatically at a means to 
this end. 

Abeolute garbage - and equally 
obvious, totally coentsr- 
productive as the Impression 
left on the workers with whom 
they come Into contact Is 
indelible aad disasterous. 
Once bitten twice thy. Their 
'business la business' approach 
to every campaign, which 
demands aa Instant retura oa 
any Investment by recruiting 
arithmetically and their fly by 
night methods, has more is 
common with the ethics of the 
Trotters and Arthur Daley than 
it has with the principles 
epoused by Friedrich Engels 
and Karl Mari. And Just •» 
surely it la an Indicatloe of 
their class Instincts and 
origins. 


led Action as a group must be 
seen to be an Instrument to 
strengthen the class rather 
than the class struggle being 
used to 'strengthen' the party. 
The growth of the relevant 
organisations will then serve aa 
a genuine reflection of the 
recovery of ambition and 
confidence and resolve of the 
class. Though good will 
desperately needs to be 
restored this la not slmpls 
altruism, but more a long term 
than a short term Investment 
if you like. 


It Is this form of 'propaganda 
by deed' that will most 
quickly heal tha fracture and 
help restore the empathy that 
meet asist between any 
revolutionary minority and tha 


BAILIFF BUSTERS 


Even after a period of heavy hang on to the Poll Tas to tha 
defeats and demoralisation, bitter end. We mutt continue 
working clast people know that to fight at every step, 
the Poll Ta* Is the Tories' Court proceedings are still aa 

Bridge too Far. enormous impediment to 

It represents a tranaparent councils sttemptlng to coerce 
assault by one class upon those In smart. The High 
another even more blatant Court, in Its Infinite wisdom, 
than the Income tas cuts for has recently ruled that 

the rich or the anti-union Mackensie Friends, the system 

laws. This is the reason It of lay advocates for 

has evoked a far more unified de'endants which has proved of 
response from all sections of great value In defending those 
the working class than previous appearing for ooa-paymeat. Is 
attacks such as that during the no longer to be regarded as 

miners' strike, when relatively the 'right' of every defendant, 

isolated sections were carefully although It has been 
selected for the Tories' acknowledged at a 'right' 
attention. since the publication of a Law 

Despite tha reformist Report on the matter JO years 
blandishments and promises of ago. The High Court concluded 
sections of the Tory party to that ths authors of the report 
'amend or abolish* the Poll ustd 'unwarranted 

Tas by the time of the nest language', though no-one had 
election, or perhaps sometime noticed during the Intervening 
after that, it remains clear decades! Nonetheless, the 
that the Tories will fight tooth majority of courts will 
and nail to retain as much of probably continue to permit 
the principle of the Poll Tas Mackensie Friends and given 
as they can. the huge backlog of work 

Only the fighting raapeneo of facing local authorities In 
large sections of ordinary bringing noa-payers to Justice, 
people la Joining the campaign nvery possible delay and 
of mass nee pay meet has Impediment that can be put In 
forced the Tories eete the their way In the courts is 
rupee; the kaockoot blow te sr trthwhlle. 
the FeU Tas can only he Whereas the councils woo an 
delivered by ooetiaelag the important decision la the case 
fight - which moeae continued of Mackensie Friends, they, In 
obstruction and refusal te pay. the person of Wandsworth 
If the campaign were to relas, council, have lost a potentially 
the Tories will attempt to more far-reaobing decision 
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brood base of the claaa. 

Aa well as that though, always 
keeping aa unblinking eye oo 
the ultima te goal, we meet 

fight for all reforms oa the 
basts that 8 lashes a day are 
better Ihoo It lashes. To 
simply Insist that 'worse Is 
better', that it Is II lashes or 
nothing would find few takers 
amoag the recipieots, who 
would also be the best Judge 
as to whether the reform wee 
worthwhile. Too toko 

everything you con as a class 
regardless of capitalist 
considers t leas and when 


MAGIC FORMULA 

The structure n+** g advocated 
of recallable delegates from 
breaches making up regional 


those sections making up a 

National Council Is clearly ao 
magic for mala. What It does 
is ta provide direct 
representation aad control by 
the working class members 
over iu own organisation. 
SUrting with the lulls led 
oouater revolution is leasts, 
the rise of faoetsm la 


Revotetiooory organisations 
have only one purpoaeto 
give a structure and leader¬ 
ship to the working claaa 
in a time of crisis. 

During the IttOs and Ms, 
firm In Germany then In 
Sputa, the Communist Party 
and later the Trotskyists 
and Anarchist* were the 
overseers to devastating 
disasters for the working 
clean movement Internationally 

The victory of fascism was 
in no way Inevitable; it 



Itself. A little later in Spain 
the contradictory but equally 
dtaaeteroua Popular Front 
coalition with the bourgoisie 
endorsed by all revolutionary 
parties from the Stalinists to 
the anarchists from IMS 
onwards led to Franco'* 
vtotory la Spain. 

Forty years later, whoa 
disaster beckoned la Chile, 
Attends responded la a similar 
manner to bis oredeceaaora. 
He promptly dispensed with his 
one sad only reliable guide, 
the Chilean working class, aad 
then playing the role of the 
iadas goat with some 
distinction (ably supported by 
the CP). Aliunde heroically 
sleepwalked the entire 
eapeditioa over the nearest 
cUff. 


Before and since practically 
everywhere else the dlsciplos 
of Lenin and Trotsky have 
managed only to advertise a 
vtilon of a socialist alternative 
that eopperfasteas the very 
system It Is meant to replace. 
The principle leoeon that has 
A group of militant been lee rut has bees learnt 
anti-fascists (not only by tha working class and 
known to ns) proudly h Is maybe not entirely 
pone for the camera negative. It |* this. The 'old* 
beneath their own left la not to be trusted. 

Red Act ion graffitti. Clearly we must start afresh. 


beneath their own 
Red Art ion gralflttl. 
(Parts I9M) 


through crisis aa opportunity 
praaanu Itsalf, push tha 
cooaequencss to tha aitroma 
and than taka everything. Not 
to undarstand this is not to 
understand tha oaly basis for 
real toclal ebaaga. 

Does that maaa that libs 
Militant for aiampla wa 
prioritise all lesues of abort 
term economic Interest to tha 
worhtng class and either Ignore 
or allow tha lowest common 
denominator to dlctats our 
policy oo othars? Iiactly tha 
opposlts. By providing 

practical and principled help In 
honestly figbtiog for short 
term goals do we demonstrate 
and Improve tha currency of 
our staad on loo* term 
Ideologic 1 1 ones (Lo. our 
support for the IRA against 
tha common euamy, our own 
ruling class), currently 
perceived •• being alien to or 
against thalr Interests. Tha 
lach of relevance of tha left. 
Is principally due to Its lack 
of relevance to tha class. 
Without our lavolvamaat In tha 
former, there will be little 
Intaraat by them In tha tatter. 
In this way, the advanced 
minority can bead tha majority 
to their will Instead of 
retreating Into an eiclualve 
sect or them bonding us to 
thalrs. 


Germany, tha Spanish Civil 
War. Hungary, Chita ate, tha 
last 70 years have been an ara 
of unprecedented setbacks, 
defeats aad disasters. Within 
a decade, the Stalinists had 
strangled every Initiative, 
bluatad any Instinct aad finally 
left tha completely 
demoralised working claaa 
entangled and paralysed oa tha 
barbed wire of tha 
bureaucracy. Having 

demolished tha revolutionary 
alternative, they than Imposed 
a sham communism ia tha Bast 
aad left ua elth tha sham of 
parliamentary democracy la 
tha West. Despite a variety 
of circumstances, some 
favourable, the Bolshevik type 
party and tbnlr Trottkytta 
adherents failed everywhere, 
and like a fish In tha first 
stages of decomposition, the 
ret started at the head and 
worked Its way down. Lenin's 
htararcblcal party was designed 
to bn *a powerful dam* 
(Lenin) against opportunism, 
but ins toad, like the Magtaot 
lisa. It facilitated teat it was 
deaigood to prtvoot. 

Opportunism knows no principle 
and the real throat avaotually 
cams not from tho (root and 
outeldo but from tea roar and 


m : M. ■.! 


bailiff firms that councils roly 


upon to aitori the tea from 


Early ia tha Now Yoar it was 


tha power to take tha property 


of one person In a household 
In paymont of another's Poll 
Tas, even If they are related 
and are both la debt. Bailiffs 


have never taken any notice of 


considerably 


amend thalr practice 



happened not because (hr 
people felled (o respond at 
some precise time to 
instructions from the revoi 
utloory vanguard, rather the 
reverse. Tlw revolutionary 
elite* chose to ignore over 
en extended period contrary 
directions from the class. 
This fatal flaw the existed 
In their relations outside 
was only a reflection of 
their structure inside. 

Without the reciprocal rela¬ 
tionship. at critical Junctions, 
when the road forked right 
and left, the party already 
iaolated from their own 
immediate periphery were 
also totally divorced from 
the surrounding but still 
revolutionary milieu. The 
head had been severed from 
the body-by the heed. The 
leadership existed In a void. 

Given these conditions, tho 
oaly possible outcome waa 
sectarianism, skullduggery and 
schlsophranta. Paced with tha 
rise of Hitler, tho theory of 
'■octal fascism' was Introduced 
which made tha left-wing 
(octal democrats the mortal 
enemy of all communists and 
•ucctsafully divided tha 
Carman working claaa against 


options. Most non-(<ayer» 
when told by the council 
that they face attachment 
of earnings etc will tell themte 
go anead; out tna threat of 
bailiffs understandably makes 
■van determined people 
nervous. The prospect of a 
gang of Ucaoond thtevaa aad 
maHern dragging net la to the 
•treu' the fee hard-earned 
pwrtn ns of ordinary people. 


The dominant theories of 
thar era always had the tail 

waggtag the dog. while the 
aforemeatiooed proposals 

simply re-establish that tha 
dog it back In control. This 
development should not be 
regarded aa aa end In itself 
but as a means to an end. 
Direct democratic control by 
workers over thalr own 
revolutionary organisation is 
the very necessary practice 
and pra-condltioa (or ths 
direct democratic control by 
workers over thalr own 
countries. 


G. O'Hailuran. 


RED ACTION ARTICLES 


All signed articles are 
that persons own view, 
and may not necessarily 
reflect Red Action 
decided policy. 


Itboea who have withheld 
pay meat. On tha contrary, a 

few early successes by the 
Anti-Foil Tas movement will 
encourage the waverers and 
Instill confidence In all those 
determined to hold out. 

Tho key te tho defaet of the 
Foil Tex la therefore a glovoa- 


de ter mined meiser psssBta 

If thn bailiffs gain even a ftw 

early succassei ta an area, thn 
news will spread anxiety and 
panic amongst thn test ot 


| Anti-Poll Tax Unions should 
[ ensure that every household In 
their area it aware of thalr 
rights against bailiffs. The 
registration numbers of 
vehicles used by tha baillffa 
should be circulated • thalr 
home addrasaas published. A 
system of telephone contacts 
should bo sat up to react to 
any news of bailiffs ta the 
area and anti-bailiff activists 
put In contact with aach 
other. All baillffa are total 
scumbags - they must be 
treated as such. Let 1M1 be 
We yeer ta which tklu 

off tha streets! 


Tna. Other mechanisms, such 


as attachment of earnings or 


longwlnded, 
admlnstratlvely difficult and 


low paid and those on Income 
Support It actually coats mors 
to collect Poll Tns arrears 


than tha amount collected is 


Inform yee By tatter that the debt 
i their beads - bet they wee't tell 


times (key may eelL 

• If pee aaawer the doer te bailiffs they cannot 
force their eay pout yee. 

• Baillffa can eater through an opoa deer er 
wkstew - heap them toekodl 

• Baillffa can re tars a aamber of times - be aa 
year guard! 

• Bailiffs cannot take anyth tag that does net 
bn tong te yea 

• Baillffa mast carry written nathertaatioa from the 
local aetbortty aad give yee a copy of aegstation 
38 aad R o h adata 8 of the Baferoomeat Bagatatioan 



la a way that 
Tha Importance of thta ruling I Intimidated by 


• Tha polloa ara not Involved ta bailiff settees. 
BE SAFE - DON'T LIT THEM IN 













































WILD AT HEART 


Ib the history of capitalist 
Ideology, two namn art 
coastaatly referred to - Adam 
Smith aad Thomas Malthus. 
Smith was the great advocate 
of free-trade and the market 
aad was coasidered by Nan 
himself to have been a 
'scleotlfic' economist and caa 
be coasidered as the ratioaal 
face of capitalist theory, while 
the leveread Malthus has 
always appealed to the seamier 
prejudices and bigotry of the 
bourgeoisie. Maulthus claimed 
that the poor, U. the working 
class, lacked "restraint” which 
led them to breed at a rate 
which had a permanent 
tendency to run ahead of the 
rata of the production of 
resources, principally food, 
needed to sustain them. The 
validity of this Idea as a I 
scientific theory has long since 
been abundantly disproved by 
the enormous Increases la 
productivity la agriculture as 
elsewhere In the generations 
since Malthus wrote. At the 
bottom of Malthus* complaint, 
for that was really all It was, 
is the contradictory 
relationship of the bourgeoisie 
to the working class. Workers 
are essential la production aad 
the making of profits oa the 
one hand, but on the other are 
the object or the bourgeoisies' 
fear and loathing as the type 
of people who are liable to 
form mobs aad swamp 
civilisation as it eilsts In 
middle-class suburbs. Workers 
as a class aot oaly make the 
privileged and leisured 
eiistence of the bourgeoisie as 
a class a possibility, they also 
threaten through riots and 
revolution, to remove those 
privileges. As Mart puts It, 
the bourgeoisie "creates Its 
own gravediggers". Re¬ 
cognising that It caaaot abolish 
the proletariat (Mars's term 
for the working class) without 
abolishing Itself, the most 
manic members of the 
bourgeoisie have always 
resorted to the theory that 
there are simply too many of 
them - the problem of the 
'surplus population'. 

It la thla Instinctual foot aad 
loathing of 


It la this Instinctive fi 
class pe o p l e tha 
of the Tories. 



deprived 'underclass' - the 
sociologists' term for those 
they want to convince us are 
'socially Inadequate* so as to 
legitimise their poverty. The 
term "underclasa" la America 
hat already become the 
bureaucratic code for "black". 
The same racial overtones are 
already present in the use 

Tory newspapers make of the 
word. A racial eleeaeet is 

being added to the aeeoclatloe 
of poverty aad criminality. 

A aew dimension has been 
added to the assault on 

working class living standards 
by the foil Tas. The foil Taa 
alaae will make millions of 

ia this oooatry who 

afford to pay into 

The renewed use of 
Acts serves a 
similar purpose - 3,POO people 
were convicted at criminals, or 
la the terms of the Act, 

■rogues aad vagabonds", last 
year for not having anywhere 
to live. That'll touch them to 
laea around outside day aad 
night In fi 



The 


working 
Interesting 

psychological forms, 
pathological hatred of the 
working class football 
supporter Is an significant 
essmple. And who can forget 
Sir Keith Joseph (the one 
who looks like the Mekoa) and 
his magnificent political 
suicide la 1074 when he 
declared that the poor, being a 
breed' should be 


compulsorily sterilised? 

Bearing la mind that you 

cannot do away with the 

working clean entirely, most of 
the flak Is directed at certain 
groups within the proletariat, 
The moat 

of 

for many years 
Mari has been derided by 
sociologists etc for his 

prediction that the gap 
between rich and poor would 
eipand under capitalism. 
Recently released figures, 
which the government has 

typically triad to suppress, 
show that while the real 

Incomes of the top 1\ have 

risen by 60\ from 1017 to 
1019, the real incomes of the 
bottom 10\ have fallen by 0\l 
Put another way, the real 

Incomes of the top 10\ In the 
period from 1979 to 1990 


Increased by 49V, those of the 
bottom 10\ by 3\. The 
number of children living ia 
poverty, le around 
supplementary benefit 
has doubled. According to the 
Institute of fiscal Studies, the 
number of people living on 
below average Incomes doubled 
to 10.4 million between 19791 
and 1907. Mi 



since IBM, the first year la 
which records were kept. Thie 
M prectoely the state of 
affairs that Man pia to O rt 
that generations of bourgeois 
apologists have deaiedi The 
governmeat's objective Is to 
turn the people who are now 
■surplus' to the requirements 
of contemporary capitalism 
into a politically aad socially 



New theories are being 
advanced to eiplain the 

coincidence of criminality 
with poverty and social 
deprivation (eicept crimes that 
coaslst la mass fraud of the 

Edward Saunders type which 
are simply a case of a chap 
being a bit of a bounder). 
Kenneth Baker and Keith 

Joseph receatly attended a 
conference organised by 
American criminologists and 
right-wing British 'thiak tanks' 
attempting to peddle their 

Ideas over here. The theory is 
that criminality is Inherited. 
So If you're young, poor and 
especially if you're black, you 
are more liable to be a 
criminal because you have 
more criminal genes. If yoe 
Ms 



let aloee toff's gee s e. The 

message of American 
criminology therefore la: cut 
welfare and educational 

programmes because crime Is 
geaetlcally determined. 

Instead, put the money Into 
prisons and lock up the born 
criminals (or longer. America 
Incidentally, has 5 times the 
amount of violent crime 
compared to Britain, so on the 
face of it, that's the last 
place you would go for 
scientific advice. 


Of course 'science' has 
nothing to do with all this. It 
is simply the warped 
manifestation of class hatred 
and contempt for working 
people who simultaneously 
create and threaten the wealth 
of the privileged. 


It to Mars who provided a 
geeeiaely scleotlfic eiptanation 
of the p hooomoooo of 'anrplea 
population' ia capitalism. He 

showed how, as capitalism 
advanced, firms are constantly 
obliged to Increase productivity 
through the use of machinery 
so growing larger and fewer 
and so reducing their need for 
labour. Thus comes Into being 
what he termed the "Industrial 
reserve army* - all those who 
are unemployed or who work 
oaly part time or la casual 
Jobs. This, he pointed out, to 
within 



Despite all the talk of Interest 
rates, credit controls, eiport 
performance etc. the Tories 
have oaly one weapon with 
which to defend company 
profits 


"City Cheered by Rising! 
Unemployment" read a recent 
headline ia the 'Independent'. 
The month of November saw 
the biggest monthly rise in 
unemployment since the depths 
of 1911. The following month 
saw Inflation fall by a full 1\J 
It is no coincidence. The Tory 
"miracle" has dissolved Into 
this: a short party period of 
unrestrained greed and 
affluence for the yuppies paid 
for a couple of years later by 
the poverty and mens 
unemployment amongst 
working class. 


The Tories tell us that people 
price themselves out of Jobs. 
But while shareholders and 
managers award themselves 
rises averaging 30V and 
profits rise by 20\ a year, 
workers are told they are to 
blame for wanting rises of up 
to 9\! Tories say that 
workers pay should reflect 
productivity - so when average 
profits have been going up at 
20\ why are they not given 
29\ wage rises? But only 
managments are permitted to 
make this sort of claim: the 
directors of Beechams received 
increases of 1S1\ last year 
taking home C3.2S million 
(though profits went up by 
only 3\). The directors of 
Lloyds gave 8\ to their 
employees and 70% to 
themselves, although the bank 
lost C71S million last year. 
Its terrifying to think how 
much they would pay 


Tae 'Flnancia 
Times' recently contained an 
article on labour relations 
which provides a rare 
uncensored glimpse Into the 
mptloas of thoee 
ia running the 
economy (ordinary people are 
course assumed aot to reed 
such publications): 

"The British working class to 
• stubborn oa. Coca It 
• long, aad It will bo aa strong 
U fall Its nose 
riag too feat, and it will dig It 



All this Incredibly 

condescending garbage Is In 
the middle of a 'scientific' 
article. The views that regard 
the working class as being 
genetically distinct from the 
civilised elements of the 
population who own the 
wealth, as Inheriting criminal 
tendencies requiring long terms 
of Imprisonment and In the 
workplace at "beasts* and 
"animals" who labour 
contentedly under the 
discipline of good managers, 
ar»» all essential and related 
components of ruling class 
Ideology. This It clearly a 
reflection of the contradiction 
that eilsts In reality between 
the Interests of those who own 
and control capital and the 
meant of production, and thoae 
who owning nothing are forced 
to work for them. It attempts 
to legitimise this contradictory 


m 


"The British working class Is like a stubborn r 
and It Bill be as strong as any beast. Pull 
fast.and It will dig its hooves deeply Into the 


Cons it along. 



If you are working class Its 
genes - let alone toffs genet 


the workforce at other times. 

la recent bourgeois economics 
>> It is called, literally, tha 
"natural rate of un¬ 
employment" i.e. the rate at 
which inflation is held steady! 


Others may regard that 
highly unnatural. The Eighties 
In Britain saw ample evidence 
of the working of this 
We are about to 
It again In the nineties. 


themselves If they made n 
profit! "Air" Ralph Halpei.i 
was given a payoff of £4 
million plus a pension worth £9 
million in the week he was 
sacked from his Chairmanship 
of the Burton group for 
presiding over a drop in profits 
of £100 million. lie's aot 
alone - George Davies of the 
Neit store group was also paid 
£4 million to leave. 


Many Tories don't regard thin 
as hypocrisy (or the re teas 
that they geasiaely believe, ia 



This is the 
Industrial counterpart of the 
sociology that sees people 
without money as criminal 
types *>r geaetlcally 


and unstable situation by 
insisting that there are various 
apeciee of people: some of 
whom are fitted by nature 
("genetically") to own and to 
rule (bosses), some who are 
fitted only to work for and be 
ruled by others (the working 
class), and a "sub-species" of 
criminal madequates not fit 
for anything (the "surplus 
population"). It is this 
ideology which la reality 
underpins the economics of 
capitalism, not the rhetoric of 
'freedom and opportunity' 
offered by right wing 
propaganda (or popular 
consumption. 



oootee^t and feet of an. 






What of the argument that the 
Middle Bait cannot be allowed 

to bocona a region la_ 

the conflicting regional power* 
poaaeia nuclear weaonaT That 
therefore, Iraq r 
Invaded to dutroy a 
nuclear capability? 

Discounting the fact that It 
was the Neat (la the shape of 
France) who supplied Iraq with 
weapoos-grade plutonium la 
the first place (la IMO), 
amount In Saddam Huasela's 
possession la enough to 

manufacture a single _ 

allghtly smeller than the one 
uaed by the U8 on Hiroshima. 
The plutonium, which 
taka months to convert Into 
bomb. Is subject to regular 
Inapectloos by an International 
Commission and was still there 
la November. So Iraq does 
aot have the bomb; but Israel. 
America's client stats In 
region, possesses an arsenal of 
around 2M nuclear 
Yet 


country* liable le see 


or at the tap of anyone's Hat. 

Moreover Saddam has. since 
well before the Invasion of 
Kuwait, stated his readiness to 
destroy all aoa-ooaveatioaal| 
weapons provided that other 
powers In the regiot 
Israel) do so as well. 



(U. 


Alternatively, are we to agree 
that the purpose of the war Is, 
to displace Saddam's ruthload 
dictatorship with a democratic 
regime, as has been alleged by 
some apologists for the US/UR 
action? That at least, migh 
be worth the sickening rhetor! 
about a 'Just war' (la Job 
Major's words) from to. 
politicians responsible foi 
having engineered the sltuatl 
la which Saddam sat 
command of one of the moo 
formidable collections oi 
military hardware In the world 
Are the allies In the Gulf 
defence therefore, of free 
and democracy, as Bush hi 
maintained? Hardly, 
fighting in defence of 8a, 
Arabia and Kuwait, the all 
have shown themsolves wtlll 
to risk thousands of lives 
defence of regimes 
repressive. dictatorial a 
Intolerant, that the troc 
ready to die for them a 
forbidden to calebrat 
Christmas! These sacrlflc 
are supposedly being made so 
that 7\ of the Kuwaiti 
population can continue to 
vote In meaningless elections 
to keep a family of obscenely 
wealthy bandits In power. 
They are being made so (hat 
the Saudi loyal family can 
continue to lop off the hands 
and heads of dissidents. Theee 
Arab nsMag elites are aot a, 
P*»tty sight. One high Gulf 
offloal toM the Wall Street 
Jnormal -with a chuckle* that 
his see would aot have to die 
ter Kuwait aleee, "He have 
oer white alavee from Aaserica 


stuck upon Kurdish villages 
and other horrors committed 
| by the Iraqi regime. But Is 
this the reason for the 

aggressive response of the 

allies? While the facts of the 
attempted genocide have been 
well known for a couple of 
years, both the US aad UK 
governments continued to 

(supply all forms of maurial 
aid to Iraq, and to stress the 
importance of good relations, 
right up until the tavasioo of 
! Kuwait. tf 

H la rather eadermUed by the 


The Saudis produce a large 
percentage of the world's oil, 
and alt oa a far la 
of all pr 

- The mlllttry 

occupation has placed a crucial 
eooeomlc lever la the hands of 
the US in relation u Its real 
rivals la the world - 
Industrial powers of Inl¬ 
and Japan. This funds menu) 
Issue was settled In the f‘ 
few weeks of the deployment 
(not an 'lavssioa' of coarse) 
of US troops Is the Gslf. The 


perfectly possible that rather 
thaa securing the economic 
galas made, war could upset 
them. It was therefor* 
desirable that the US marines 
and USAF should establish an 
military 



wey by Saddaml 

So much for the pretests being 
offered for war by tb* US/UK 
ails; non* of them account for 
either the massive mobilisation 
or the unprecedented S month 
of procrastination and 

-If a war had been 

justified or necessitated by any 
of the Ideals outlined above. It 
would have been launched by a 
genuinely International force, 
the forces of the 


AN IBS I AND INVADED 
M BA NON IN I9S2.KILUNG 
17.000 LEBANESE AND 
SYRIANS IN THE FIRST 
SEVEN WEEKS OF THE 
INVASION. (T CONTINUESl 
TO OCCUPY ARAB TER 
RITORILS |N DEFIANCE 
LOF UN RESOLUTIONS. 


Finally, there Is the argument 
directed at Sadaam Husseio| 
personally, that he Is such an 
unprecedeatedly aasty piece ofi 
work that It Is tha moral duty 
of all nations to bomb Irad 
until he to destroyed. No-onsj 
would contest the truth of this] 
characterisation of Saddam lid 


US/UK ails. In fact, non* of 
the other UN powers offered 
•ay Justification for a war and 
taslited that sanctions were 
perfectly sufficient to do the 
Job - If the objective really 
•as to merely briag Saddam to 
the conference table. We 


by the demontoatlon of the 
Iraqis. If this presence alone 
ooeld eitort concessions from 
Saddam, well and good; equally 
acceptable would be a war of 
•trictly limited dimensions (Le. 
the fewest possible American 
casualties). With Saddam 
Intransigent however. the 
Ideological cover took on a 
warlike momentum of Its own. 
There could be no liberation of 
Kuwait without massive us* of! 
force, and this Involved two 
distinct gambles. 

Would American casualties be 
kept to acceptable levels, aad 
could US aad world opinion be 
made to swallow tha 
propaganda? Hence the 
eitended fumbling of the issue 
by Bush and his associates 
over the past months. 

For, In military terms, Iraq 
was no Grenada or even 
Panama. Even with tho Soviet 
threat now out of the picture 
aad the consequent Americas 
naar monopoly of military 
fores, a quick, surgical strike 
against Iraqi forces sad the 
consequent collapse of the 
Saddamlat regime could not be 
guaranteed In advance. 
America in lu cold war 
mlllury and strategic relations 
hitherto has operated on the 
principle of overwhelmingly 
superior forces being deployed 
either against negligible 
opposition (VleUam proved a 
mistake and the Grenada* of 
this world wore substituted) or 
to the brink of war but not 
beyond - the archetype being 
the Cuban missile crisis ofl 
IMJ. The success of this 
strategy always depended upoo 
the relative rationality of 
Russian generals and politicians 
In deciding that the gamble 
wasn't worth It. Having 
virtually no Informed public 
opinion to answer to, they 
could afford the loss of face 
Involved. Unfortunately 

Seddam refused to play the 
game. Mobilisation, 

deployment and threats did not 
deter him; and unlike the 
Russians, he cannot afford to 
be seen to back down within 
Iraq and the Arab world 
generally. The January IS 

by aa 


US. 


A 

force to" a "atraVeglcally 
sensitive area la a wonderful 
prospect for the enhancement 
of US global strategy: In 
effect the Urea, or ase of 


S5T 

' tr 4 01 *«*- a • m 


for U __ 

-_iat the US has 

•offered over the last decade 
la oompartoon with Ue Ukee of] 
Germany and Jape* ( 
Oermaa or Japanese form 
•oat to Ue Oalfl). The 
woeld then be la a pealtlea 


Ue met of Ue Industrial world 

•oeld seea fled oet. _ 

self-deluding 
U* Tories to 

was seea 
nd again 
Yet U* 'neatness' of 


ia Ue Falkland* 


11 made by V_ 

Redgrave to Berceloea, to froat 

•f a crowd of 2B.SM people. 

'•apport' the war effort ef 

“““ Huanela. This has 

-Joed by slot 

tor 'Victory to Iraq' toeeed by 

almost all orthodu Trots¬ 
ky^ groups. 

The British left In general to 
ooes-dered by much ef the 
wo'klag class to be hopelessly 

oet of touch, aad yoe can see 


oa tb* Oelf situation will quite 
confidently conclude that while 


threatened by several factors.! 
A protracted war, or a war 
that spread beyond a certain 
narrow confine, woeld create a 
political situatloa far moral 
1 unstable' (Ue cod* word for 
mt of US/UK coatrol) evea 
Uaa that dieting sow. The 
| political galas of even a 
successful' war are uncertain. 
What for eiample woeld 
vlth a defeated I 
Itself? Woeld the do mew _ 
populations of the feudal Arab 
tuts* remain docile ia Ue 
face of blauat US ooatrol of 
the regloa? Which way will 
larael jump? Thera la no 


waste of Ufa involved to 
military action by Ue UI/UK 


motive* behind it, we nr* 
rally stroeg la oer 
•demaetioa of U* Saddamlat 
regime aa a singularly barbaric 
form of touiiurtastom. It 




The declared aim (fudged aad 
■•ailed though it to) of 
merely removing -Iraqi forces 
.. .u , i trom *■••« «oald leave an 

r#, ‘°° ""Hbmoluble legacy lot too futare. 
the Ideological cover provid*d|Th* restoration of blataa’. old- 


sty le colonialism she) tort* 

-a generally denoted 

Kuwaiti 'Royal Family' woeld 
be a coestaat focus of 
friction. Bvaa a 
it was oei 


regarded la the seme 
American concern for U* 
cittoens of Kuwait. 

The Vietnam war, by contrast, 
•aw a reactionary power, the 
US, la conflict wltt a 
progressive resistance, Ue 
NLF. Drawing attention to 

the feet. and to Ue 
advantages for Ue 

Internatioaal working ohms of 
an NLF victory to of course, a 
perfectly legitimate function. 
Ideological conflicts are oae 
terrain of ravolatioeary 

activity. The fact remains 

offered la 

to 



clearly la mind as a precaution 
•gainst lefty meglomanla. 

Bat, as Is Ue case la the 
preseat sitaatioe. a war 
between two tottlly 
reactionary forces will aot 
offer say progressive solution; 
the only poaeibie attitude meat 
be om of opposition to the 
war Itself sad not seooort for 
oee side or Ue 


But since the'W.R P. and 
tt« like are offering taeir 
support to Iraq aad are 

apparently serious in regarding 
themselves a* revolutionaries, 
what kind of 'support' can 
from this 



When for eiample. Bed Actios 

•tucks Ue propaganda of Ue 
fascists and puts forward Ideas 
concerning the best way to 
combat ttem, this to 

Bf • 

Mai-. 

---And patting the 

theory lato practice naturally 
modifies and refines the 

tteory. This to the way 

to made. 

when 'revolutionaries' 
world-historical 
objectives, make 'proc¬ 
lamations to Ue working clam' 
(The Leaiatot) or slogan!** 
their 'support' for a war half¬ 
way round the world, without 
pausing to consider how 
words might be turned 
lato action, both they and Ue 
politics they allegedly stand 
for nra made n laughing stock. 



vlrtaelly Impoasfcle to 
mlHtorBy for loeg 
direct move to war. 


Moreover, domestic 
within the US 
stubbornly hard 
despite months of 'Saddam - 
Hitler' Indoctrination. The 
Impression summed up in Ue 
ramnrk by ■ d< 
Department official that 
*••■*« grew carrots we 
■*■**'< l*e • Hama* has 
been Impossible to erase. Tho 
healtant and conditional Senate 
vote giving Bush the go-ahead 
to declare war by a sear even 
vote of SJ to 47 reflecu Ue 
radical split between Ue 
American ruling classes as well 
as the population as a whole - 
, product of u* 

contradictory factors outlined 
•hove. Oae eiperienced US 
Republican Senator (one of 
S to vote against tha 
1114 Gulf of Toekia resolution) 


VICTORY to IRAQ 
KK'K t 0RIE$ 



administration has 
hamstrung by the 
knowledge ttat each body-bag 
•HI too* thousaads of votes - 
• unlucky turn la military 
fortunes sad Ue Republicans 
could kiss goodbye to a further 
term of office. That has been 
fundamental ooecera of 
aad his cohorts as it was 
Nison's during the Vietnam 
war. 

Demonstrations against Ue war 
ia Ue US are widespread - as 
Uey are amongst the 
populations of the •*!!!«'. la 
Loedon, SO,040 marched against 
Ue war while the absurd 'Free 
Kuwait' campaign could 
attract only J.NO (despite 
aatioeal advertising): JSS.MI 
marched la Germany, 200.000 
la France and 100,000 in 
. i. la Germany, opinion 
polls show 7I\ aginst the war; I 


In Franc*. 7I\. European 
governments themselves have 
clearly bees uneasy at the 
prospect of U* Middle East 
being turned into a ions of US 
military occupation. 

It ia encouraging to nota that 
US/UK propaganda, attended 
ns It has been to uaparalled 
lengths over an unprecedented 
period of time, has had so 
little effect la convincing thalr 
respective populations of the 
need for the war. Cynicism 
•bout the real war alms of the 
'allies' is already widespread. 
It need not be supposed that 
tta US/UK ruling elites have 
been following a precise plan 
coherent In all Its details - 
Bash's rendition over the past 
few months of a man without 
nay grasp of what to do nest 
or even what had been don* 
already has been too 
convincing to have been just 
an act. But the fundamental 


objective logic behind Ue faul 

progression of events has been 



h too obvious that the war 
represents a desperate attempt 
by sheer brut* force to restore 
and maintain the situation of 
Ue put SO years or more 
whereby the wealtt and 
resources of Ue Middle East 
have bus syphoned lato 
Western pockets via reputoivei 
•nd corrupt local elites. The 
relocation of American 


military might from Ue barreo 
plains of NorUern Germany to 
Ue rich oilfields of Saudi 
Arabia to painfully eiplieit In 
tta significance. 

•*!*•!• last attempted 
mlHary Intervention In U* 
Middle But, during u* Suet 
ertoto of u* flftimo. the 
enterprise was shrouded In the 
Utters of Imperialist ideology. 
For all the Jingoistic 'butt- 
kicking' rhetoric which has 
now taken on a Ilf* of lu own 
•ad may yet engulf the 
policiau who propagated it. 
**• •*pedltlon la the 

Middle Bast to already seen by 
U* majority of the home 
populations as naked mercenary 
•ggreuion. The war which 
was launched on this basis may 
prove catastrophic not only for 
SobMm Hussein, but also for 
politiciau of U* US/UK ails 
who planoed It. The 'Vietnam 
syndrome', Ue unwillingness of 
Ue American people to 
become Involved ia attended 
potentially catastrophic. 
.1 military adventures, 
back the US hawks for 
mooUs while Bush nerved 
Wmulf to putt the button. 
The Gulf War to crucial In 
determining u* utcat to 
which U* post-Cold War world 
■ to be under the global 
military aad aooeomlc control 
of the American rullag elites. 
The outcome of U* war Itulf 
•III be significant, but aot 
Metalve - ue political fallout 
will be the flaal determiaiag 
factor and far more difficult 
for the Pentagon to control. 

imperialist will «f the US 
‘ of heli 






























